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public opinion in England would be strongly moved in favour of
France."
Cambon said he understood this and would repeat his question after
the elections, but in the meantime he asked that unofficial communica-
tions might be sanctioned between the British Admiralty and War
Office and the French Admiralty and War Office, " as to what action
might advantageously be taken in case the two countries found
themselves in alliance with such a war." Some such communications
had already taken place, and he suggested that they might be continued.
Grey " did not dissent from this."
Communications had in fact been going on since the previous May
when Lansdowne had expressed the view that they were desirable.
From that time the French Naval Attache had been in touch with
the British Admiralty, and the French Military Attache had com-
municated with the British War Office through an intermediary,
Colonel Repington, the military correspondent of The Times. Grey
left the naval conversations to take their course, but after communicat-
ing with the Prime Minister and consulting with Haldane, the new
Secretary for War, arranged that the military conversations should in
future be between the French Military Attache and the War Office.
This he conveyed to Cambon on January 15, but said explicitly that
it must be understood that these communications did not commit
either Government to action.
The French Ambassador came again to the Foreign Office on
January 31, when the elections were over, to repeat his question-
would France be able to count on the assistance of England in the
event of an attack upon her by Germany ? To this Grey replied
in effect that France had better leave well alone. The military and
naval conversations were proceeding, so that if a crisis carne no time
would have been lost. Further, he had told Count Metternich, the
German Ambassador, as his personal opinion, that in the event of
an attack upon France arising out of the Anglo-French Morocco
Agreement public feeling in England would be so strong that no
British Government could remain neutral, and this, he had good
reason to believe, had had the desired effect in Berlin, Finally, if the
British Government were to extend their pledge beyond diplomatic
support they would require to be consulted about French policy in